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2015 IKEBANA FLOWER SHOW
Saturday and Sunday, March 21 and 22, 2015

San Francisco County Fair Building; 9th Avenue & Lincoln Way; Golden Gate Park

Come To A Festive Opening Ceremony 
For The Chapter’s 30th Ikebana Flower Show

The beat of Taiko drums will lure everyone to the opening of our 30th Ikebana Flower Show 
on Saturday, March 21 at 9:45 a.m.  A bright ribbon will be cut by Consul General and Mrs.  
Watanabe and sake will be served as we toast the ikebana exhibition.  Members of this and 
other chapters, their friends, our Teacher Advisors, and the general public are invited to 
enjoy this happy occasion.  

Afterward the doors will open to the exhibit and visitors will view more than 100 
arrangements at their peak of freshness. During the weekend, demonstration programs 
will feature Art in Action by four of the chapter’s accomplished arrangers.  Audiences for 
demonstrations during the show usually fill the auditorium to overflowing.

The Flower Show culminates more than a year of careful planning and months of preparation 
by Chair Sharon Krawetz and her committee members.  Their efforts represent “Friendship 
through Flowers” in the best sense as these member-volunteers produce a large, professional 
flower show for the entire community.  They all deserves our deep gratitude for their work.
Proceeds from advance ticket sales, as well as those sold at the door, will provide funding of 
chapter programs for two years, so the financial success of the show is very important.

Opening Ceremony Saturday, March 21, 2015 at 9:45 a.m.

Exhibition Hours: 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. both days

Demonstration Saturday, March 21            Sunday, March 22
Programs:  

12 noon Fusako Hoyrup         Nobu Kurashige
Wafu School         Ikenobo Ikebana

2:00 p.m. Kika Shibata Sumi Metz & Tuan 
Sogetsu School Aratame School



Arranger’s Schedule Arrangers may prepare their arrangements after checking in at 
the Admission Desk on Friday, March 20 between 9:00 a.m. 
and 5:30 p.m.  The building will close promptly at 6:00 p.m.

Admission Tickets Everyone, including exhibitors, must have an admission ticket.  
Anyone needing “in and out” access should have their ticket 
stamped “Committee” at the Entry Desk or Admission Desk.

Tickets cost $8.00 if ordered before March 21.  To order pre-
show, phone (650) 866-3718 or email onlailee@yahoo.com.  
At the door, tickets cost $10.00.

Unsold tickets and checks for tickets sold should be mailed to 
Treasurer Louise Ow Ling; 2764 McAllister Street, #5; San 
Francisco, CA 94118-4101.  Write checks payable to 
“Ikebana International”.

Parking Avoid being towed!  Try to carpool.  The parking lot will be 
closely monitored by the police for fire safety.  Any car parked 
in an undesignated spot will be towed.  Towing fines are 
extremely expensive.  

Before unloading materials, put a sign on your car’s 
dashboard with your name and cell phone number.  Unload 
materials and immediately move your car elsewhere.  Closest 
public parking is 2 blocks away in the De Young Museum 
Garage. 

Please remember that Lincoln Way is a tow-away 
zone after 4:00 p.m.  Muni buses stop at the corner of Lincoln 
and 9th Avenue.

Staging Set-Up Volunteers should report on Wednesday, March 18, 
Thursday, March 19; and Friday, March 20.  Work begins at 
9:00 a.m.  If you have questions about a volunteer assignment, 
contact Liz Vernon at oberjean@verizon.net.

Dismantle & Clean-Up This begins immediately after the show closes on Sunday at 
4:00 p.m.   All exhibitors are required to help.  This goes 
very quickly when everyone helps.

Boutique Members of the Ikebana Teachers Federation will staff the 
Boutique tables with made-to-order arrangements to sell.  
Members are asked to donate clean, usable containers and 
should bring these to the Boutique on Friday when they make 
their arrangement or on Saturday morning.

After each demonstration, arrangements from the programs 
will be offered for sale at the Boutique and may be viewed 
there.



Vendors Five Potters will display and offer original containers for sale.

Ikebana Supplies will sell ikebana equipment, containers, I.I. 
magazines, books, and miscellaneous supplies.

WELCOME TO OUR FLOWER SHOW!

Festivities begin on Saturday, March 21 at 9:45 a.m. when Consul General Watanabe will cut 
the ribbon to open the show and Taiko drummers will perform to celebrate our 30th Ikebana 
Flower Show.  Everyone is invited to come and enjoy Taiko and toast the event with a sip of 
sake.

Have you turned in your Volunteer Form?  Much of the help needed to prepare and present 
the show is not physically strenuous, so being a volunteer need not be a challenge.  With 
everyone’s help this show will be a great success.  Volunteering to help in some way brings 
a deeper appreciation and enjoyment of Friendship through Flowers.  To volunteer, please 
contact Liz Vernon at (415) 897-1081 or email her at oberjean@verizon.net.

During the show the Reception Room (just off the Lobby) will serve as the Staff Room 
and be available for members to relax, eat lunch, and have a cup of tea.  Please bring  
refreshments to share in this Staff Room.  Also, please remember to bring your “no longer 
needed” containers for the Boutique.

I thank you for your help as this Ikebana Flower Show blossoms into beautiful reality.  I’ll 
see you at the show!

Sharon Krawetz
Chair, 2015 Ikebana Flower Show

A NOTE FROM OUR PRESIDENT

Dear Friends, It’s Flower Show Time!

As I write this our flower show is just three weeks away.  I know that most of you have been 
working diligently on arrangements for the show and I am confident the exhibition and the 
demonstrations are going to be marvelous and set a high standard for excellence in ikebana.

We still need volunteer help.  If you haven’t signed up yet, please contact Liz Vernon, 
Volunteer Chair, at (415) 897-1081 or email her at oberjean@verizon.net.  Even an hour or 
two of your help is very much needed.  

Just a few reminders:  If you have not already done so, please mail any unsold tickets and 
a check for tickets sold to Louise Ow Ling before March 20.  Make your check payable to 
Ikebana International.  Louise’s address is 2764 McAllister Street, #5; San Francisco, CA 
94118-4101.  Your response to this will be much appreciated.  Monies from ticket sales are 
the major source of funding for our programs for the next two years.



Prepare your arrangements on Friday, March 20 between 9:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.  The building 
will be closed promptly at 6:00 p.m.  Also, please remember the parking instructions shown 
above and that Lincoln Way is a tow-away zone on after 4:00 p.m.  Don’t get towed!

After all our hard work, Saturday morning will be a very joyful time as Consul General 
Watanabe helps us cut the ribbon to open the show.  There also will be Taiko drumming by 
the Ji Ten Taiko Group.  I hope many members and their friends will be present on Saturday 
at 9:45 a.m.

On a sad note, I read of the recent death of Honey Atwater, our Chapter President from 1976-
1978.  She was a Flower Show Chair and a wonderful president – a generous and warm 
person who loved life and ikebana.  She has been greatly missed by those of us who had the 
privilege of knowing her.

Until I see you as we set up our show and open it with great expectations, I hope to see all of 
our 192 members and their friends at the Flower Show.  My sincere thanks to everyone who 
helps to create the Show as we continue to enjoy Friendship through Flowers.

Ron Brown
President

P.S. We still need someone to fill the office of Recording Secretary for the coming term.  If 
you are able and interested, please contact Mitsuko Maruyama, Nominations Chair, at (510) 
494-8220 or email Mitsmaruyama@gmail.com.  

DONATIONS RECEIVED
We are very grateful for generous donations recently received from Joan Suzuki, Christina 
Schuknecht, and Kathy Toy.  Their gifts will support our General Fund for programming and 
we appreciate their thoughtful gifts.

IKEBANA SUPPLIES
Sumi Metz reports that in February sales were good and were enhanced with donations from 
Yayoi Aoki, James Crowther, Barbara Gordon, Nancy Locke, Gladys Low, Sumi Metz, 
Grace Murata, and Miwako Nishi.  Thank You!

BOUNTIFUL FEBRUARY TEA TABLE
We enjoyed the delicious offerings from 21 members last month.  Our tea table was laden 
with many tempting treats and we thank these generous members who brought refreshments:  
Barbara Blalock, Chen Ling Ling, Diane Coughtry, Jeff Fine, Renee Fittenghoff, Reine 
Flexer, Nancy Fogel, Joan Heblack, Margaret Kurasaki, Rayko Kurasoki, Gloria Lee, Fiona 
Li, Jane Liu, Caroline McKinnon, Teodora Ngo, Louise Ow Ling, Gary Soto, Joan Suzuki, 
Gale Weisman, Sophia Wu, and Mary Venkat.



IKEBANA EVENTS COMING UP

March 18-22, 2015:  “Going Wild”, the San Francisco Flower & Garden Show at the San 
Mateo County Event Center.  On Saturday, March 21, Sogetsu’s Soho Sakai will demonstrate 
at 3:30 p.m.  For hours, ticket and parking information, see sfgardenshow.com. 
 
April 11 & 12, 2015:  San Francisco Cherry Blossom Festival at the Japanese Cultural 
and Community Center, Issei Memorial Hall, 1840 Sutter Street (between Buchanan and 
Webster). Exhibit hours Saturday 11-5; Sunday 11-4.  Thirty six exhibits by Ikebana 
Teachers Federation artists from Aratame, Enshu, Ikenobo, Ohara, Sogetsu and Wafu 
Schools.  Ikebana demontrations at 1:00 and 2:00 p.m. each day; Saturday: Wafukai and 
Ohara; Sunday: Ikenobo and Sogetsu.  More information at djnakatani@yahoo.com. 

April 13-19, 2015:  “Bouquets to Art”, the floral extravaganza presented by the De 
Young Museum in Golden Gate Park.  Ikebana International will be represented with 
an arrangement by Yoshiko Gilli, Ohara School.  Many I.I. members also will install 
arrangements independently.  For information call (415) 750-3504. 

November 12-15, 2015:  13th Ikebana International Asian Regional Conference in Taipei, 
Taiwan at the Grand Hotel.  Sogetsu Iemoto Akane Teshigahara will be guest demonstrator.  
For information, email lansing.chen@gmail.com.  


