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 Hello Ikebana Friends, 

 
Thank you for electing me as President of the Chapter for the coming year.  Ikebana International has 
been an important part of my life for many years.  With your help, the excellent traditions of our 
Chapter will continue to thrive. 
 
Our Program Planning Committee meets this month to develop programs for the 2014-2015 season.  
Our first program will be on Friday, September 19, 2014.  Please note the date in your calendar.  We 
constantly strive to present programs which are interesting, stimulating, and which broaden our 
understanding of this enduring art form that is ikebana.  I welcome your suggestions for future 
programs – just contact me at kodobrown@gmail.com. 
 
In January 2015 we will celebrate the Chapter’s 55th anniversary – an important milestone.  Joan 
Finnie and her committee are planning an anniversary celebration which will include special events at 
our biennial flower show.  In March 2015 we will present our 30th Ikebana Flower Show, this year 
under the capable direction of Sharon Krawetz.  The Steering Committee has been meeting since 
March and plans are well under way.  Early news about the show will be in the September Newsletter.  
We are an organization which only functions through its volunteers and the flower show is perhaps the 
most important expression of our collective efforts.  We will need the help of every member to 
produce the show, so please participate, even in a small way, when asked to volunteer.   
 
Please remember that you must be a dues-paid Chapter member of record by December 31, 2014 to 
exhibit in the flower show. 
 
I cannot end this letter without thanking our tireless Past President Thanh Nguyen for her outstanding 
leadership these past two years.  Thanh led the team that revised our website, modernizing it and 
giving us greater visibility on the electronic social network.  She and her committee worked very hard 
to bring our bylaws into conformity with new regulations required by I.I. headquarters.  And most 
significantly for our future, she initiated a new Chapter project, Ikebana for Youth, in which qualified 
teachers lead workshops in schools.  With the support of our teaching members, this project will 
continue to grow and involve young people with ikebana.  Thank you, Thanh. 
 
In addition, many hours of work were contributed last year by the retiring, continuing and new 
members of the Board of Directors.  We owe them all our deep gratitude.  Without them and their 
dedicated service, the Chapter could not operate. 
 
Please join us on September 19 at the first program of the new season.  Meanwhile, enjoy the 
pleasures of summer and travel safely. 
 
        Ron Brown , President 
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